Comparison of ivermectin and thiabendazole for treatment of naturally occurring nematode infections of goats in Kenya.
The anthelmintic activity of thiabendazole (TBZ) at 88 mg kg-1 and ivermectin at 0.2 mg kg-1 was examined in goats with naturally-acquired nematode infections. In one experiment, a herd of 450 does was treated with TBZ or ivermectin at 4-week intervals for 9 months and efficacy was measured by reduction in faecal egg counts after each treatment. In a second experiment, 100 kids were treated with ivermectin and effectiveness measured at 2 and 4 weeks after treatment by comparison of their egg counts with those of nontreated controls. In a third experiment, efficacy of treatment with TBZ and ivermectin was determined by recovery of parasites at necropsy in a controlled test with 15 kids. The results indicated that TBZ generally did not reduce egg counts and only removed 19% of Haemonchus contortus in the controlled test. The efficacy of ivermectin approached 100% for reduction in egg counts and elimination of H. contortus. Species of Ostertagia, Trichostrongylus, Nematodirus and Oesophagostomum also were present in some subjects, but not in sufficient numbers to evaluate effectiveness of treatment.